
Term 4 Week 10
Thursday 14th December 2023

A Message from the Principal,

Dear St John's Families,

As we wrap up 2023 it is important that we take the time to look back with gratitude on all the

opportunities that we have had and on the people who have shaped our lives this year.

We are very grateful for all of our children who surprise us every day with their resilience,

their passion for learning and their kindness towards each other.

We are grateful for our families who trust us with their precious children and who support the school in many different

ways.

We are grateful for our staff who go above and beyond to create the best possible learning experiences and

opportunities for our children.

We are grateful for Father Zac and our wider parish community who support us in so many ways throughout the year.

As we farewell our Year 6 students and families who start a new adventure in life and other leaving students and their

families we pray that as they continue their journey, our Catholic faith will guide them through the opportunities life has

to offer and that they will remain faithful to their beliefs in a world that is becoming more challenging.

We pray that they will always embrace new challenges with courage and an open mind. That they set goals and dream

big and that they encounter many opportunities to explore interests, discover passions and develop talents. We pray that

they stay curious and never stop asking questions and seeking knowledge.

We pray that they will never underestimate the power of kindness. There are times when our kindness to someone else

will have the capacity to light up their world.

This Christmas may you share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds and the
worship of the wisemen. May you be surrounded by love and happiness and may you have peace

in your homes and hearts. Have a safe and happy holiday.
Best wishes for every blessing in 2024



Dear Parents

Last week the children met their teachers for 2024. I am pleased to introduce all of our teaching staff for next year.

Leadership Team Principal Mrs Jane Misek
Assistant Principal Miss Judith Murphy
Religious Education Coordinator Mrs Angela Rowley
Instructional Leader Mrs Pauline Berry
Diversity Leader Mrs Katie Roberts
Faith in Action Coordinator Mrs Linda Fredericks
Wellbeing Coordinator Miss Elise McKeon

Kindergarten Miss Elise Mckeon (M-F) Mrs Velona Noden (Th)

Year One Mrs Chris Stafford (M - W)
Mrs Raina Fox (TH-F)

Year Two Mrs Linda Fredericks (M-F) Mrs Maria Galati (Th)

Year Three Mrs Amee Wheeler (M-Th)
Mrs Lindsay Scarlett (F)

Year Four Mrs Angela Rowley (M-W)
Mrs Lisa Garcia (Th-F)

Year Five Ms Jessica Nelson (M-F)

Year Six Mrs Kyra Giglio (M-W)
Mrs Kelly Hynes (Th-F)

PDHPE
Music

Mrs Rebecca Tolhurst (T-W)
Mrs Velona Noden (T-W)

Support Staff Mrs Velona Noden
Mrs Raina Fox
Mrs Lisa Garcia
Mrs Kelly Hynes
Mrs Maria Galati
Mrs Lindsay Scarlett

Library Mrs Karen Abbott (T, W)

Groundsman Mr Andrew Jenkins

Teacher Assistant Early Stage 1 - Mrs Melissa Shanahan / Mrs Chantelle Camilleri
Stage 1 - Mrs Selomi Fernandez
Stage 2 - Mrs Kylie Hothocee
Stage 3 - Mrs Chantelle Camilleri

Office Staff Mrs Suzanne Cremona (M-Th)
Mrs Karen Abbott (F)
Miss Natalie Hurst (M - F)
Mrs Robyn Carruthers (Th)
Mrs Kim Antonelli - Business Manager



Message from the Assistant Principal

NAPLAN 2024

The National Assessment Program- Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a point in time assessment

of literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life.

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual tests in writing, reading, conventions of

language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.

Questions are based mostly on the literacy and numeracy knowledge and skills students have

learnt from previous years schooling.

A few questions assess additional content from the year of testing and the following year.These questions have been

designed so that they can be answered using strategies students have learnt in previous years. This ensures students of

all abilities can show what they are capable of.

Year 3 completes the writing assessment on paper- all the other assessments are completed via a secure online platform.

NAPLAN Online will take place in term 1 next year between Wednesday 13 March to Monday 25 March 2024.

If you would like your child to have some practice answering the type of questions you can encourage them to use the

public demonstration site to familiarise themselves with the types of questions and tools available in the NAPLAN online

tests. The class teachers will also be using this site next year to ensure that students have the technological skills

required to complete the assessments.

Judith Murphy
Assistant Principal

A message from the Religious Education Coordinator

Reflection On Christmas – by Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart

For people surrounded by department store decorations, commercials, Christmas carols, special foods, and the like,

believing that today’s Christmas celebration actually evolved from the humble story of a young woman giving birth in the

straw is a stretch. It might help to focus on the characters involved.

What do you think went through Joseph’s mind as he witnessed Mary giving birth to a baby? What do you think went

through Mary’s mind as she struggled with the birth experience?

The Christmas story is full of symbols. Jesus, who becomes our bread and wine – our nourishment – is laid in a manger,

the feeding trough for the animals. Jesus, who is the champion of poor people, is born into a homeless family. Poor

shepherds were the first to welcome the Messiah that the Jewish people had been awaiting for generations. The symbol

of angels singing, praising God, and flying madly all over the sky was a good clue that something out of the ordinary was

happening.



Modern Christmas stories use different symbols to make the same points: Rudolph, the ‘poorest’ reindeer, becomes the

champion, and Frosty, a snowman, transforms children’s lives.

What story from your own personal Christmas experiences has special meaning or symbolism?

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Sat 23 December 8:30am

Mass 6pm Vigil Mass (Fourth Sunday of Advent)

Sunday 24 December Christmas Eve

Fourth Sunday of Advent 7am, 9am & 10:30am Mass

6pm Children’s Christmas Mass

9pm Christmas Eve Mass

Monday 25 December Christmas Day

Christmas Day Mass 7am, 9am & 10:30am

Thank You for your ongoing support this year. Wishing your families a Holy &

Merry Christmas season.

Angela Rowley

Religious Education Coordinator

LIBRARY NEWS

Thank you to everyone who supported the Book Fair in December, we were able to raise $927.00. We will use this in

2024 to go towards new library resources.

On Wednesday children were able to come to the library and borrow books for Holiday reading. Please ensure these are

kept in the St John’s library bag and not taken away on holidays. Children are asked to bring these back on the first day

of Term 1 2024. Also remember to add these to your list for when the Premiers Reading Challenge opens in March next

year.

As a final reminder please have a final look for any St John’s reading resources and have them returned to school.

Thankyou for supporting your children in their reading journey

From your parents you learn love and laughter and how to put one foot before the other. But when books are opened
you discover you have wings.”

Karen Abbott

Library










